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A Message from Julie 
 

Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 

TERM 3, WEEK 6 

August  2020 

‘Reading should not 
 be presented to 

children as a chore, a 
duty. It should be 
offered as a gift’ 

    Charles Scribner Jnr 

DIARY DATES……… 

Week 6 

 

Photo Catch Up Day 

Monday 24 August 

 

Governing Council 

Monday 24 August 

 

Assembly 

 Wednesday 26 August 

 
 

 

 

Ph. (08) 8522 2622 
 Barnet Road, Evanston,  

South Australia 5116 

 

We continue to maintain a positive and engaging learning environment despite the 

fact that COVID-19 health and hygiene restrictions remain in place. It seems like 

these restrictions will be in place for some time to come and will pose some issues in 

organising and running school events. Whilst we are confident that students will 

continue to participate in a variety of school events and programs, parent and 

caregiver participation remains a challenge for us. In the coming weeks we will be 

discussing our future events and parent involvement eg Sports Day/Colour Run, Book 

Week and parade, Showcase etc. 

Year 1 Phonics Check 

This term the Year 1 teachers will be completing a phonics screening check on all 

Year 1 students. The check is a short, simple assessment that tells teachers how 

students are progressing in phonics. Teachers will then analyse the results and if 

necessary, plan for additional support that students might require.  

School Uniform 

With the chillier weather it is time to check your children have the correct school 

jumpers / jackets and long pants. Remember jeans, clothes with prominent stripes or 

logos and hoodies are not acceptable. Don’t forget to name all items so clothing 

can quickly be returned to its owner. Throughout the cooler months we will be 

encouraging all children to maintain the excellent standard we achieved in Terms 1 

and 2.  

Student Safety 

 I would like to request that parents and children use the new emu crossing when 

entering the school from the front gate. The council has installed the crossing to keep 

our children safe. The legal requirement for cars is to stop at the crossing to allow 

students and families to cross safely. Please help us to keep all of our students safe as 

their safety is of paramount importance to us. Also remember to use the crossing to 

our gates as the entry point rather than jaywalking across the road. It is very 

dangerous for children to be developing these habits.  

Father’s Day 

We have an amazing range of affordable special gifts for sale on Week 7 Thursday 

and Friday at our Father’s Day stall! To all of the fathers, stepfathers, grandfathers 

and special males in the lives of our students I hope you all have an enjoyable day 

on Sunday 6th Sept. 

Kind Regards, 

Julie Stockdale- Head of Junior School 

Week 8 

 

School Closure: Monday 7 September 

Pupil Free Day: Tuesday 8 September 

 

 

 

 

Week 7 

 

Father’s Day Stall 

Thursday 3 September 

 Friday 4 September 

 
 

 

LITERACY TEACHING  

IN ACTION 



 

 

  

MEET THE  

STAFF 
 
 

Gurpreet Singh 

Hi, I’m Gurpreet Singh, & I came from 

India in 2005 & started working as 

factory worker with a labour hire 

company. I have worked in 

automobile manufacturing 

subsidiaries of GM, Electrolux home 

appliances, servos & as a security 

guard at venues across Adelaide 

before Global Financial Crisis came 

as a blessing in disguise for me. I lost 

my permanent job but gained a lot 

out of it. I did my degree in 

Education from Uni SA & started 

working as teacher in 2011. I have 

worked in a country school for 2 & 

half years as mainstream classroom & 

NIT teacher. I work as Special 

Education teacher at GDC B-12. I 

love working with children with 

special needs & feel very privileged 

to contribute in their learning journey. 

Watching them taking tiny steps & 

growing in skills & confidence makes 

me proud & gives me immense 

satisfaction. Watching cricket &going 

for long walks are my other interests. 

We have a 7-year-old daughter & 

three of us love travelling.  
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                   Aboriginal Education News 
                           by Kerryl Dale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATSI Children’s Day 

 
 

History of Children’s Day 

In 1988, the first National Aboriginal and Islander Children’s Day was established 

on 4 August and was set against the backdrop of protests led by Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people and their supporters during the bicentennial year. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders peoples felt a day was needed to celebrate 

our children, to give them confidence and make them feel special and included. 

The date 4 August was historically used to communally celebrate the birthdays of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were taken from their families at 

a young age, without knowing their birthday – the Stolen Generations 

With a friend we visited the Nunga Room to learn about ATSI Children’s day and 

enjoy a few activities. Senior students helped us do some painting, Neisha 

played the Ukulele and we danced, we also had a visit from Jess and Nani the 

Hairy Nosed Wombat. 

 

 

IN OUR CLASSROOMS! 
Kuarna Language 

I have challenges teachers and students to use Kuarna language within their 

day. Each week they are given a word or term to try and use. This will not only 

increase cultural awareness but also and understanding of the differences 

between English and indigenous languages. Ask your students what the word of 

the week is and what it means. 

What are we up to? 

                    

 

 

 
Teachers include indigenous perspectives 

in the students learning. Mrs Coomber 

and Mrs Hawkes have looked at why 

people make visual artworks including 

artworks created by Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander People.  

mailto:Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au


 

 

  

 

Our Team Leaders: 
                     Katherine Prime and Michaela Selway 
 

After a successful first semester as Team Leaders we 

are delighted to continue on our literacy journey with 

a focus on reading. We are dedicating this semester 

to perfecting our Guided Reading grouping and 

lessons following the Sheena Cameron ideas.  

Alongside Guided Reading teachers are 

implementing the CAFÉ menu reading strategies and 

aligning these to individual reading goals for children. 

It is exciting to watch our students engage in reading 

and enjoy not only their Guided Reading group with 

the teacher but also engaging in activities and 

supporting each other in the classroom during reading 

times.  

 

Rachel Coomber –  

Guided Reading Rotations 

 

 

Apajok from  

Miss O’Rielly’s class – 

Demonstrating her 

learning in‘Prediction’ 

 

  



 

 

  
 

Literacy News 
                           by Kerryl Dale 

                                         Literacy Hub.  
 

 
The       

Home reading. 

We encourage you to continue listening to your children read at home. We understand that lives are busy and it can 

be hard to fit everything in, but urge you to place a priority on finding 10-20 minutes to support your child’s reading 

journey. 

We have evolved so that our development of language skills in an oral/aural capacity comes naturally to most however 

reading and writing is a little more difficult. We need to create the connections in our brain that allow us to read and 

write as well as ensure these connections do not fade away. The way this happens is to learn and practice the code, 

then practice, practice and practice some more to ensure that this knowledge is stored in our long-term memory.  

Reading aloud supports this by increasing fluency, improving comprehension, building confidence, supporting brain 

development and increasing memory.  

This link below can further explain how reading aloud supports our memory.  

https://www.scilearn.com/little-known-truths-about-reading-aloud/ 

 

Intervention 

Reading intervention is provided in a variety of ways to students identified 

through data and teacher recommendation. Within the classroom students 

are supported via whole class instruction, reading group instruction and 

targeting student’s individual needs. Students needing more intense 

intervention are placed into small groups and given additional instruction on 

the elements of reading in addition to what is delivered in the classroom.  

There can be many reasons a student may find learning to read difficult and 

when a student is identified as needing extra support we do whatever we can 

to provide that support.  

Mel, Neisha and I endeavour to make intervention times interesting and 

engaging so that students enjoy the time they spend within the Literacy Hub. 

 

Literacy Hub improvements 

The Literacy Hub was created as a space that would provide teachers easy 

and quick access to resources based on improving reading as well as a place 

to conduct Literacy intervention with students.  

We are continually trying to improve the Literacy Hub and recently have 

increased our storage capacity as well as received some new resources.  

 

 

https://www.scilearn.com/little-known-truths-about-reading-aloud/


 

 

 

  

 

 

WELLBEING 
                        by Skye Miller 

  

 

 

 

Our 2020 attendance target is 

94% or greater 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Numeracy Support  by Katherine Prime 

This term I have been given the opportunity for 

some targeted Maths support for our Year 2 

students and teachers. During this role I will test 

all Year 2 students in ‘Trust the Count’. From 

these results I will develop resources and 

support teachers in targeting this area of Maths. 

Trusting the Count is a central pillar in the 

development of Numeracy. When students do 

not trust the count, it may result in frustration 

with Maths. This leads to avoidance and dislike 

of mathematics. Through this targeted 

intervention we are hoping that all Year 2 

students will be competent in trusting the count 

and have greater enjoyment in Mathematics.  

 

     

     LEARNING SUPPORT     
                             with Annie Stephenson 
 

4.11 Cooking with Miss Annie 
Every Tuesday class 4.11 participates in cooking lessons 

with Miss Annie. The students discussed suitable meals at 

the beginning of the term and each week we enjoy a 

main course and dessert or drink. In the last two weeks 

we have made our own burger patties using mince, 

eggs, garlic, bread crumbs, salt & pepper. One of our 

favourite drinks is fruit smoothies our tastiest 

one included blueberries, strawberries,  

yoghurt and milk.  
 

 

 

 

One Child One Plan 
Our staff members are continuing to review and monitor 

student progress towards their individual goals. All 

students have a literacy and numeracy goal that they 

are working towards. In discussions with caregivers we 

then add goals supporting independence, social skills, 

developing emotional regulation and connections with 

culture. All student goals are linked within the Australian 

Curriculum. We also have consultations with outside 

providers, who support students in Occupational Therapy 

and Speech Therapy. This ensures staff members can 

write specific individual goals. 

If you have any questions about One Plan documents 

please speak with your classroom teacher or contact 

Annie Stephenson.  

 

 

  

 

We recently held a Parent Information Morning for our 

2021 Reception parents.  It was exciting to be able to 

present the launch of our new Better Buddies initiative.  

     



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

      

 



 

 

 

 


